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Piacenza Campus of Politecnico di Milano hosts the three-year Architecture Design course 
and the Architecture Master course “Sustainable Architecture and Landscape Design”.
The academic curriculum for the first three years aims at training designers with a specific 
sensitivity to environmental architecture issues while the two final years are devoted to 
sustainable design projects. 
The creation of the International Summer School OC-Open City oriented to the design the 
“open spaces” in different scales of intervention, from landscape transformation to public 
areas and specific architectural components is a new important initiative in post-graduate 
studies with an international scope. 
The workshop aims to maintain an open dialogue among the different design specialties needed 
to face the problems arising from architectural, urban and environmental transformations, 
becoming a discussion forum and a brainstorming workshop where issues on the general 
development perspectives of contemporary habitats can be discussed.
The wide consensus this initiative has received during last 5 editions is consequence of the 
scientific reputation of Politecnico di Milano, of the innovative format and of the fascinating 
history and culture of the host city. 
Piacenza is the ideal venue for an initiative focused on architectural, urban and environmental 
problems, both for the quality of its landscape, as well as for its solid traditions in the building 
sector. ocPiace
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Patronages

Ordine degli Architetti e Ppc della Provincia di Piacenza 
Comune di Piacenza

Provincia di Piacenza
Regione Emilia-Romagna

Expo spa
Le Università per Expo – Comitato scientifico del Comune di Milano

Piacenza per Expo
Confindustria Piacenza

Coldiretti Piacenza

International Schools Partenrship
Escuela Técnica Superior de Arquitectura de Sevilla (ETSAS)

Escuela Técnica Superior de Arquitectura de Barcelona (ETSAB)
École Nationale Supérieure d’Architecture de Marseille (ENSA)

Media Parterns
ilgiornaledellarchitettura.com

Edilizia Piacentina

Sponsorship
Camera di Commercio di Piacenza

Fondazione degli Architetti di Parma e Piacenza
Fondazione Cariplo

Banca di Piacenza 
Eataly

an international
                     summer school

0 Direction

Guya Bertelli
Politecnico di Milano -  School of Architecture and Society

Carlos García Vázquez
 Escuela Técnica Superior de Arquitectura de Sevilla ETSAS  

Coordination
coordinators

michele.roda@polimi.it - Michele Roda
juancarlos.dallasta@polimi.it - Juan Carlos Dall’Asta 

Conferences and communications
paola.bracchi@polimi.it - Paola Bracchi

Modelling Lab
pasquale.mei@polimi.it - Pasquale Mei

   Students and logistics 
anna.solimando@polimi.it - Anna Solimando

Promoters
Politecnico di Milano - School of Architecture and Society

Politecnico di Milano -  DAStU Department
Politecnico di Milano -  Polo Territoriale di Piacenza

Polipiacenza
Piacenza Urban Center

Structure
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The choice of Piacenza as seat of the International Summer School stems an extraordinary case-
study in terms of issues and topics related to architectural design and construction of public spaces 
in contemporary cities.
Using as essential references the architectural and urban planning projects being developed and 
drafted, the International Summer School is discussing some of the most significant urban themes 
according to the important problems of the transformation of the city. 
The common denominator is the “architectural design of open spaces”, which can be seen today 
as a “multidisciplinary practice”, affecting several interconnected and closely related architectural 
scales. The attention to environmental and open space issues is part of a theoretical-operational 
debate, focusing on the promotion of architectural urban and territorial contexts in terms of 
resources sustainability and environmental impact. 
This is achieved through a trans-scalar procedure, simultaneously drawing attention both on the 
whole and its individual components, enhancing their environmental value. This value also results 
from “considerations on the concept of landscape as the product of a specific human attitude 
towards nature. 
In this sense Piacenza territory is an interesting research laboratory to study, assess and apply 
operational “models” related to sustainable development.
Therefore the International Summer School aims at becoming a privileged partner of stakeholders, 
administrators and technicians as well as of the common population. In fact, the workshop’s weeks 
become, with the active cooperation of the largest possible number of operating institutes and 
associations on the territory, an extraordinary occasion for the whole city to debate and discuss 
about its future.
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Carmen Andriani | Aldo Aymonino | Michele Arnaboldi| Marc Augé
Gonçalo Byrne | Emilio Battisti | Stefano Boeri | Riccardo Blumer
Enric Massip-Bosch | Maurizio Carta | Pippo Ciorra |Sergio Crotti 
Cruz y Ortiz | Remo Drigati | Hervé Dubois | Oscar Farinetti 
Mauro  Ga lan t i no  |  Au re l i o  Ga l f e t t i  |  Aux i l i adora  Ga l vez
Jordi Garcés | Vittorio Gregotti | MGM Morales Giles Arquitectos
João Gomes da Silva | Aldo Grasso | Karin Hofert | Hans Ibelings
Dav id Knafo |  B lanca L leò |  Jav ier  Lopez | Ai res  Mateus
Gianfranco Neri | João Nuñes | Juan Manuel Palerm Salazar
Paredes  Pedrosa Arqu i tec tos  |  Ramon P ico |  Franco Pur in i 
C a m i l o  Re b e l o  |  N a t h a l i e  Ré g n i e r - Ka g a n  |  M o s é  R i c c i
Juan Domingo Santos  |  Rober to  Spagnolo |  Ai ja  S ta f fans
Laura Thermes | Grahame Shane | Patricia Viel | Marc Alewijn Visser 
Velasco V i ta l i  | L lu is  V ives | Fabr iz io Zanni  | Cino Zucchi
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4 580 students

80 conferences
300 commissioners

45 urban and landscape projects

30 different nationalities
200 lecturers

75 days of workshop

100 tutors 30 visiting professors

10 specific publications

      a G_Local 
                       World     2010 | 2014



Campus Arata
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Graphic Design by Ester Dedé
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Guya Bertelli
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Paola Bracchi
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texts by Cecilia Anselmi, Giorgia Aquilar, Camilla Barbero, Giuliana Bonifati, Jun Ho Chen, 

Juan Carlos Dall’Asta, Marina Di Iorio, Doaa Salaheldin Ismail Elsayed, Massimo 

Galluzzi, Helena Gentili, Dario Giordanelli, Kiana Jalali, Alessandro Leanti La Rosa, 

Debora Magri, Pasquale Mei, Roy Nash, Paolo Nordi, Filippo Orsini, Caterina 

Padoa Schioppa, Maria Paola Repellino, Michele Roda, Giulia Setti, Martina Sogni

Campus Arata
Piacenza, via Scalabrini 76
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Piacenza 2010

from landscape to exterior design
BETWEEN THE CITY AND THE RIVER

ARCHITECTURE OF URBAN RELATIONS

Edited by Guya Bertelli, Michele Roda

International Summer School

Graphic Design by Ester Dedé

Campus Arata
Piacenza, via Scalabrini 76

3-21 settembre 2012

International Summer School

LANDSCAPE IN SEQUENCE

Dwelling the wall
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Polo Territoriale di Piacenza

Via Scalabrina 76

29100 Piacenza

OC - Open City

INTERNATIONAL

SUMMER SCHOOL

Piacenza 2012

from landscape to exterior design

Edited by Guya Bertelli, Michele Roda

Graphic Design by Ester Dedé
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2010

BETWEEN THE CITY AND THE RIVER
Architecture of urban relations

2011
LIVING THE STREET 

Landscape and public space in the 
places of metropolitan infrastructu-

re

2012
LANDSCAPE IN SEQUENCE

Dwelling the wall

2013
NATURE IN THE CITY

2014
ARCHITECTURE FOR A CREATIVE CITY

 Piacenza towards Expo
reperaere dendaestem acuptaquas

2015
FEEDING THE LANDSCAPE

A new green-active museum for agriculture

2010 | 2015
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FEEDING THE LANDSCAPE
A  n e w  g r e e n - a c t i v e  m u s e u m  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e

VI EDITION  
7-25 SEPTEMBER 2015

OC OPEN CITY International Summer School 2015, in coincidence with the Milano Expo 2015 
event, aims to deal with the challenge proposed by Expo’s topic: ‘Feeding (the) Landscape’. Where 
the title has the double meaning of an innovative landscape that not only is taken care of and fed 
people but also will take care of and feed the territory.
In this perspective, the background of the topic involves three different kinds of “-scapes”

Food-Scape targets to integrate the physical expression of the three principals of the “food cycle” 
in the urban fabric of Piacenza: production (urban orchards and agro-parks), distribution (markets 
consisting of moving devices) and consumption (new generation of restaurants). 

Expo-Scape reinterprets the Expo topic “Feeding the Planet” according to a specific point of view that 
is more oriented to spatial disciplinary addressed to architectural and urban design.

Land-Scape grasps the panorama (landscape/environment), as the sight object, in several scales of 
interaction and with different hierarchies. This new perception conceives the soil as a precious and 
active resource. It is able to modify the system of production and to re-activate whole abandoned or 
sub-used urban areas.

Workshop’s goal is to design a new museum of agriculture (green and active). It will be a combi-
nation of interactive spaces (in terms of physical/spatial aspects as well as social and cultural). In 
this way the traditional exposition will be updated with new functions: research, experimentation, 
diffused accommodations and touristic routes. 

KEY-WORDS

URBAN RE-GENERATION

LANDSCAPE RE-ACTIVATING

RE-USE

ARCHITECTURAL GRAFTING

CREATIVE AND PRODUCTIVE CLUSTERS

CONTEMPORARY HOUSING

PRODUCTION-FEEDING-WEALTH
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WEB SITE
http://www.intschool.polimi.it

 INFORMATIONS 
oc.summerschool@gmail.com

CONTACTS

 +39 0523 356779

+39 0523 356789
Facebook Opencity Summerschool

Twitter: @OCOPENCITY
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