
The official language of the International 

Summer School is English.
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During the Closing Ceremony there will be the Concert by 

Orchestra dei Giovani della Milano Civica Scuola di Musica  

Director: Carlo De Martini

POLITECNICO DI MILANO  

 Guya Bertelli

Politecnico di Milano - School of Architecture and Society  

Carlos Garcia Vázquez

 Escuela Técnica Superior de Arquitectura de Sevilla ETSAS  

Contacts

http://www.intschool.polimi.it | Information: oc.summerschool@gmail.com

Service for students: asoliman@polimi.it, annamaria.conti@polimi.it (only for italians students) 

  Workshop phone contact

 +39 345 3827554 Monday and Friday 9 am - 6 pm | +39 0523 356789 Monday 9 am - 4 pm | +39 39222 58518             

COORDINATION
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michele.roda@mail.polimi.it - Michele Roda
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NATURE IN THE CITY

Reuse sites, regenerate spaces, recuperate potential.

The fourth edition of Politecnico di Milano OC Summer School focuses on the critical and problematic 

issue of the transformation of the contemporary city. Design will be focused on the urban spaces, the 

proposing forms and functions that renew a balance between artificial and natural.  

Piacenza is characterized by a strong presence of low density and under-utilized areas, without a strong 

identity or character.  Many of these spaces are abandoned military areas, “in-between” areas without a 

present day use or clearly defined future. 

By balancing “between growth and de-growth’’ as an approach to design, the students would identify 

the relation between the nature and the city referring to the “Common Ground’’ the theme proposed by 

David Chipperfield in the latest Venice Biennale. 

We will attempt to reject the simple lables that our society tends to propose (the city “smart” or slow, or, 

on the other hand, the indiscriminate use of technology as the only recognized sustainable models), and 

instead forge a new path, passing through a complex set of interacting elements such as those shown 

in the slogan of EXPO Shanghai 2010 “best city for a better life’’.

The OC 2013 propose three main starting points for design considerations:

- Implement a slow mobility system (pedestrian and cycling paths), not just with the aim of proposing 

fragmented interventions for some urban areas, but creating new urban geography through a new model 

of mobility.- Adopt a concept that identifies the innovative city as the city that regenerates itself, referring to the 

KM0 food centre that used new technologies and has a high social content.

- Achieve a sequence of new interior landscapes and found places, where the qualities of the landscape 

(natural, semi-natural, artificial) and the architectural elements work together.

CRITICS

DIRECTION 

SCIENTIFIC BOARD

SELECTIONS
The International Summer School will take place from the 2nd to the 20th of September 2013. 

Participation is open to students at third year of the Bachelor Degree Courses and to students 

participating in a Master in Architecture, Design, Engineering and Planning, as well as to PhD research 

students (in the disciplines of architecture and urban planning). 

The program is restricted to a maximum number of 80 members, that will be selected from the 

applications received. The application form (which must be completed through the website, see 

under: Registration), accompanied by a scientific curriculum and a letter of motivation (maximum 

two A4 pages) must be received by June 14th, 2013.

By June 21st, 2013 the applicant will be notified by e-mail, by the directors of the school.

The entry fee is € 200,00. For student groups of minimum 5 persons, the registration fee will be 

€ 180,00. The fee includes weekday evening meals and available teaching materials (printing, 

workshop CD, and some model materials).

REGISTRATION
The selected students will receive an e-mail that will be given the contact details bank needed to 

proceed with the registration fee that must be paid by July 5th, 2013.

In order to complete the registration, the candidate will be asked to submit a proof of payment via 

e-mail (at oc.summerschool@gmail.com) with a letter of acceptance.

OFFICIAL CERTIFICATE of participation and recognition of credits

For each participant, the OC International Summer School will release an official certificate of 

participation.  For participants enrolled in a Bachelor’s degree and Master in Architecture from the 

School of Architecture of Politecnico di Milano, the 8 CFU can be used as the internship credits required 

for graduation.  The workshop may have different credit values for other universities and should be 

verified directly by that university.  The projects and study models developed by the participants

may be shown in exhibitions and collected into a publication by Politecnico di Milano.

Marco Albini

Carmen Andriani

Michele Arnaboldi 
Marc Augè

Alessandro Balducci

Luca Basso Peressut

Alberico B. Belgiojoso
Paola Bertola 

Tito Boeri
Stefano Ceri

Alain Charre
Luisa Collina 

Pierre-Alain Croset 
Sergio Crotti

Giangiacomo D’Ardia
Benito Dodi

Pierre Donadieu
Hervé Dubois

Aurelio Galfetti

Grafton Architects
Aldo Grasso 

Ennio Macchi

Renzo Marchesi
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AN INTERNATIONAL SUMMER SCHOOL

The Piacenza Campus of Politecnico di Milano has been hosting the OC – Open City International 

Summer School since 2010, which is oriented towards the design of the ‘open space’ with multi-

scalar interventions from the transformation of the landscape to the design of public space and its 

architectural components.  

This educational opportunity for post graduate students is open to graduate students, post-graduate 

students, and doctoral students of Architecture, Urban Planning, and Engineering, who are called to 

confront emerging problems of the contemporary city, through the transformation of the architectonic, 

landscape, and urban spaces.  In this sense, the OC Summer School becomes a place of debate and 

an a idea-lab for the development of occupied space. Piacenza acquires paradigmatic value, due 

to the wealth of artistic monuments, the wide range of research topics and because of the solid 

construction industry traditions.

Located in the renovated former slaughterhouse (Arata Campus), the OC - Open City International 

Summer School draws dozens of students, tutors, and teachers from around the world to discuss the 

issues of architectural, urban and environmental design every year. Additionally the full calendar of 

daily lectures, open to the entire city, increases the cultural value with top names in the international 

culture of architecture.
PROGRAM: FROM ECOLOGICAL LANDSCAPE TO ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN

The program of the International Summer School provides:

1 - A daily workshop that applies specific architectural, urban and environmental design issues at 

different levels of intervention, aimed at the quality and sustainability of the transformation of the 

occupied space. The design process is conducted through group work, with the constant assistance of 

tutors and professors.

The internal structure of the workshop focuses on:

 

a - Landscape: large-scale Landscape;

 

b - Urban Space: urban and metropolitan fabrics;

 

c - Architectural design: architectural elements.

2 - A series of lectures and panel discussions by internationally renowned designers and scholars 

(including illustrations of projects and discussions on current architectural design issues), as well as 

supporting lectures given by internal professors.

3  -  A series of ‘parallel evenings’ dedicated to the relationship between art and architecture

4 - Critical and educational contributions orientated towards the understanding of the city and the 

major transformations of the urban context and in the territory

5 - Three critical reviews (two mid-term and one final) with the participation of an International Commission.

Visiting professors

Anna Barbara, Massimo Bricocoli, Stefano Capolongo, Antonella Contin, Isotta Cortesi, 

Ioanni Delsante, Andrea Di Franco, Hervé Dubois, Andrea Gritti, Francesco Infussi,                

Miguel Jaime, Eugenia Lopez Reus, Alessandro Rocca, Pasquale Miano, Simona Orsini 

Pierini, Paola Pucci, Andrea Tartaglia, Marco Trisciuoglio, PierAntonio Val, Fabrizo Zanni, 

Vincenzo Zucchi.

Supervisors
Alberto Aschieri, Chiara Bertoli, Marco Bovati, Marco Bozzola, Andrea Cammarata,          

Gianluca Catellani, Barbara Coppetti,  Maddalena D’Alfonso, Chen Junho, Mina Di 

Marino, Stefano Di Vita, Carlo Ezechieli,  Fabio Fusco, Marco Ghilotti, Sébastien Le Dortz,                   

Chiara Locardi, Marco Mareggi, Paolo Mistrangelo, Henrique Pessoa Pereira, Daniela 

Perrotti, Gaia Redaelli, Madì Reggio, Stefano Stabilini, Stefan Vieths.
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FOURTH EDITION  2 nd / 20 th September    2013
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Architecture and Urban Design

PREMIOPIACENZA 
Sponsor by Foundation of Parma & 

Piacenza Architects

to the first three projects selected 

* WAITING FOR CONFIRMATION

NATURE IN THE CITY

http://www.intschool.polimi.it

e-mail:  oc.summerschool@gmail.com

mobile: +39 345 3827554 only on Mondays and Fridays, from 9 am to 6 pm

phone:   +39 0523 356789 on Mondays, from 9 am to 4 pm     

mobile: +39 392 2258518

School of Architecture and Society

DAStU - Department of Architecture and Urban Studies

Piacenza Campus

Piacenza National Association of Architects,

Planners, Landscape Arch. and Conservators

Municipality of Piacenza Piacenza Provincial 

Government

II ND CRITICMarco Albini

Alberico B. Belgiojoso

Marta Calzolaretti

Alessandra Capuano

Alessandra Criconia

Pierfranco Galliani
Karin Hofert

Miguel Jaime

Eugenia Lopez Reus

Serena Maffioletti
Mario Mocchi

Corinna Morandi

Elena Mussinelli

Andrea Rolando

Andrea Sciascia

Fabrizio Spirito

Marco Trisciuoglio
Fabrizio ZanniIII RD CRITICCesare Ajroldi

Roberta Amirante

Carmen Andriani 
Marc Augé

Luca Basso Peressut

Pierre Alain Croset
Sergio Crotti

Giangiacomo D’Ardia

Remo Dorigati
Hervé Dubois

José M a  Ezquiaga

Carlotta Fontana
Andreas Kipar

Pasquale Miano

Marina Montuori

J. M. Palerm Salazar

 Gabriele Pasqui

Giuseppe Rebecchini

Nathalie Régnier-Kagan

Ferran Sagarra Trias

Roberto Spagnolo

Agata Spaziante

Laura Thermes
Lluis Vives

I ST CRITICAnna Barbara

Alessandro Bianchi

Marco Bozzola

Maria Vittoria Capitanucci

Luigi Cocchiarella

Antonella Contin

Bartolomeo Corsini

Andrea Di Franco
Andrea Gritti

Marco Mareggi
Pico&Lopez

Luigi Spinelli

Michele Ugolini

PierAntonio Val
Dario Vanetti

Stefan Vieths

Vincenzo Zucchi

10 ARCHITECTURE CONFERENCES  

Carmen Andriani, Aldo Aymonino, Stefano Boeri, Gonçalo Byrne, Maurizio Carta, 

Pippo Ciorra, Gálvez+Wieczorek, Jordi Garcés, Vittorio Gregotti, Andreas Kipar, Pico&Lopez,

Sebastien Marot, MGM Morales Giles Arquitectos, João Nunes, Paredes Pedrosa Arquitectos, 

Camilo Rebelo, Mosè Ricci, Grahame Shane, Ed Wall, Cino Zucchi

4 PARALLEL EVENTS ART-ARCHITECTURE-DESIGN

Marc Augé, Emilio Battisti, Marta Bellina, Paola Bertola, Riccardo Blumer, Aldo Grasso, 

Gianfranco Neri, Giacomo Poretti, Carlo Sarti, Velasco Vitali

MORNING LECTURES: Renato Bocchi*, Ettore Capri, Roberto Cherubini, Sergio Crotti,

Remo 
Dorigati, 

Carlos 
García 

Vázquez, 
Liisa 

Horelli*, 
Corinna 

Morandi,

 Andrea Rolando*, Roberto Spagnolo

CHAIRMAN: Chiara Bertoli, Maria Vittoria Capitanucci, Antonella Contin, Bartolomeo Corsini, 

Pierre-Alain Croset, Maddalena D’Alfonso, Andrea Di Franco, Luca Molinari, 

Henrique Pessoa Pereira, Sara Protasoni, Gaia Redaelli, Carlos García Vázquez, Giancarlo Zappoli

Room and board: on request of the 

participants, the organization of the 

Workshop will be in charge of the only 

book accommodation at hotels at a cost 

of € 20,00 per night (bed&breakfast) 

and daily meals inside the campus. 

Evening meals are instead included in the 

registration fee.

                                 from ecological 

landscape to architectural design

from ecological landscape to architectural design 

ACADEMIC COMMITTEE

Antonella Contin - Ioanni Delsante - Hervé Dubois - Pasquale Miano  

Stefano Stabilini - Andrea Sciascia - Marco Trisciuoglio 

Help desk Milano
Efisia Cipolloni

efisia.cipolloni@polimi.it
Help desk Piacenza

Anna Solimando

anna.solimando@polimi.it

Organization
Paola Bracchi

Dario Giordanelli | Paolo Nordi

POLIPIACENZA
PIACENZA PROVINCIAL GOV. PIACENZA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

FND. OF PARMA & PIACENZA ARCHITECTS
CARIPLO FND.

With the support of

ACER casa

Promoter

Politecnico di Milano

Polipiacenza

Piacenza Urban Center

With the Patronage of

Emilia-Romagna Region
Confindustria Piacenza

Partnership
Escuela Técnica Superior de Arquitectura de Barcelona (ETSAB - Spain)  

Escuela Técnica Superior de Arquitectura de Sevilla (ETSAS - Spain)  

École Nationale Supérieure d’Architecture de Marseille* (ENSA - France)

University of applied sciences Leipzig (HTWK - Germany) | Junta de Andalucia*

Tongji University, Shanghai* (China) | Aalto University, Helsinki* (Finland)

Media Partner

ACER casa


